Western Hills University High School Selected as School That Works
The US Department of Education made a site visit to Western Hills University High School as an example of a school that is "Doing What Works."  Western Hills University High School, a Project GRAD Cincinnati school, was selected for their drop out prevention work.  In 2007-2008 Western Hills University High School had a graduation rate of 86.7 percent.  The Department made a site visit and interviewed principal, Dr. Stephanie Morton, students, support staff and teachers.  Video of the gospel choir and club activities will be on the website of the US Department of Education.  Doing What Works website is dedicated to assisting teachers in the implementation of effective educational practices.  
 

At Western Hills University High School, the Project GRAD program provides a campus family support office, reading and math coaches and scholarship coordinator who work with the staff to offer mentoring and referrals, parenting classes, anger management classes and social services.  In 2007-2008, 41 graduates, who participated in the GRAD program, each headed to college armed with $4000 Project GRAD scholarships.  The goal of Project GRAD Cincinnati (Graduation Really Achieves Dreams) is to increase graduation rates to 80 percent, have at least 50 percent of these graduates enter college and 70 percent of them graduate from college.  "Without the support of Project GRAD," says Dr. Morton, "our students would not receive the services needed to get into college.  They are such an important part of our school."
