WESTERN HILLS UNIVERSITY HIGH SCHOOL HOLDS 2011 STUDENT AMBASSADOR CEREMONY



Roderick Garret with (left) Executive Director of Project GRAD Cincinnati Patricia Stewart-Adams, Campus Family Support Angela Harris and Principal Dr. Stephanie Morton

On Monday, January 31, Western Hills University High School (WHUHS) held their annual Student Ambassador Induction Ceremony where 18 students were formally inducted. 
The students put on a beautiful service for an audience of parents, grandparents and friends.  They highlighted features of WHUHS, sang a lovely rendition of, “I believe I can Fly” and spoke an oath of dedication to WHUHS in the sincerity of candlelight.  

“It is like a crossing over ceremony,” explains Roderick Garret, a second year Student Ambassador and Senior at WHUHS

The students withstood a rigorous application and interview process to stand before a proud crowd of clapping teachers, friends and family.

“They get scored based on their GPA, their extracurricular activities, and how well they answer a series of questions,” describes Scholarship Coordinator Jason Wilkes.
“It is a very selective process,” chimes in Campus Family Support Angela Campbell Harris.  “We normally have over 100 applications, 25 interviews and only 18 to 19 ambassadors.  The students who make the cut usually have three things in common:  They have outstanding behavior, grades and are interested in helping their community,” says Campbell Harris. 

To the students, the application process is a stressful one. 

“I had to get a letter of recommendation from one of my teachers, I had to write an essay about why I wanted to be a student ambassador and then I had to interview.  Finally I got to be inducted tonight,” says Garret.

While the application process is challenging and the standards are high, the awards of being a Student Ambassador are great.

“Not only does the role look great on their college applications, but they also get to go on special field trips to publicize WHUHS, says Wilkes.

“They get a tremendous amount of exposure to public speaking and are given more opportunities,” elaborates Campbell Harris.

Because of the advantages involved in the roll of Student Ambassador, second year Student Ambassadors like Garret, must re-apply.  Only third year Student Ambassadors are relieved of the application process.  They can also run for President or Vice President and get the biggest induction gifts.  
The role of Student Ambassador involved promoting WHUHS to Kindergarten-eighth (K-8) grade schools as well as helping 9th graders become acclimated to high school.  Student Ambassadors are also expected to attend weekly meetings and all special events. 

Yes, there is much responsibility involved, but the Induction Ceremony is a time for Student Ambassadors to step away from these responsibilities and celebrate their achievement.

After the Ceremony, each ambassador receives a gift of appreciation and takes a grinning picture with Principal Dr. Stephanie Morton, Executive Director of Project GRAD Cincinnati Patricia Stewart-Adams and Campbell Harris.  
Then after all the congratulatory hugs and kisses, the students finally celebrate over sherbet punch and cake.  
“I wanted to be a leader,” said Garret, as he reflects on his role over vanilla cake.  “I wanted to set an example for the crowd and be a role model to other students.”

Garret’s wish came true and his hard work as Student Ambassador paid off.  Well, at least Miami University’s Board of Admissions thought so…

Garret was accepted to his number one choice Miami University on the following day.  He plans on studying Business and Politics.   

